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Sow Generously, Reap Generously
 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  9 As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.  15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 
This past week 22 people from Bardstown, Kentucky traveled to Louisville in a white stretch limousine to claim their winning Powerball ticket of $61.5million.  After taxes each of the 22 employees from the Nu-Kote International plant who contributed to the lottery pool will receive $895,000.  I’m sure that most of you couldn’t help but wonder, “What if I had been part of that group?”  What would you do with all that cash?  On whom would you spend your money?   Would you be generous or stingy?  The fact is you don’t have to be rich to be generous.  If you are an affluent individual maybe you are able to give more.  But even if you are someone who lives paycheck to paycheck you can still be generous.  
 
Do you remember the story about Jesus and his disciples as they sat in the temple across from the offering depository?  They watched as rich folks threw in large amounts of money.  Then a poor, lowly woman threw in two small copper coins, worth less than a penny.  Jesus told his disciples, “This woman is a more generous giver than all the others.  She gave all she had.  She gave from the heart.”  
 
In our lesson the apostle Paul was writing to the Christians in Corinth.  Paul was on another missionary journey.  But this trip was special.  He was gathering an offering for the saints in Jerusalem.  The congregation there was experiencing financial difficulties.  It was not internal borrowing, they were not over-spending their budget on things they didn’t need.  They were being persecuted.  They had no money to function as a congregation.  As Paul traveled through Macedonia, a territory just north of Corinth, he told the believers there about the congregation in Jerusalem.  The Macedonian congregations gave overwhelmingly generous offerings.  Paul held up the Macedonian churches as the example the Corinthians were to follow in their giving.  The Macedonian congregations were not wealthy, as the Corinthian church was.  They were poor, lower class individuals, and yet they gave generously.  They saw a need to help fellow believers.  But more than that, they had experienced the love their Lord Jesus had for them through faith.  They recognized how generous the Father had been to them through his Son Jesus Christ. 
 
In vs15 the apostle Paul talks about the indescribable gift that the Father had given the Corinthians.  Have you ever received a gift on your birthday or for Christmas and when you opened it up you said, “Socks…. nice….thanks….,” not very enthusiastically.  Then you open the next present and burst out, “Wow!  I can’t believe you got me this!  This is awesome!”  You can’t express your excitement!  This is how the apostle Paul described what the Father had given the Corinthians.  This gift is so great I can’t even put it into words.  This present is his Son, Jesus.  How generous is that?  A Father sends his only Son, true God, and offers to have him be born as a human being, to take on human flesh, to be true God and true man.  A Father offers to have his Son live a life of perfect generosity and to give his life as the ultimate act of generosity.  By giving his Son as a gift to the world, the Son gave you generous gifts by his selfless acts of kindness; forgiveness of your sins, eternal life in heaven, and the gift of salvation; you’ve been rescued from hell and Satan.  What makes this gift from God the Father indescribable is that his generosity is something that you and I do not deserve!  Too many times we’ve been stingy with our offerings to our Lord.  Yet he is generous to us through his Son Jesus.  How can you and I put into words the excitement that we have because of these gifts the Father has so graciously poured out to us?  The apostle Paul tried to put it into words in his letter to the Romans, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever!  Amen.”  (Rom 11:33ff)  
 
God the Father has certainly given you and me surpassing grace, as Paul says in vs14.  How can we thank him?  In vs12 Paul says that your giving is a way to express your thanks for his generosity.  And not just throwing the few bucks you have in your pocket into the offering plate on Sunday morning.  Paul tells us to give generously.  So what is a generous offering to the Lord?  First of all, generous giving is proportional giving.  In vs7 Paul says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  In the Old Testament God demanded that his people set aside the first 10% of their income as an offering to the LORD.  That was the bare minimum!  If you gained 2000 goats in one month, you gave 200 of the best of that flock to the LORD as an offering.  Translate that into today’s terms: if you earn $2000 a month the first $200 goes back to the LORD in the offering plate.  For us New Testament Christians the Holy Spirit has not set a specific percentage for proportional giving.  Using God’s guideline in the Old Testament, 10% would be a great place to begin.  Do you know what the average percentage of income for giving is in Lutheran churches?  3-4% of income.  Is that generous giving?    
 
This portion of Scripture that the apostle Paul was inspired to write tells us that generous giving is a sign of spiritual maturity.  A generous giver gives because he or she is active in worship and bible study and faithfully participates in the Lord’s Supper.  There the believer is strengthen and renewed daily by consuming the great message of God’s gift for us.  Out of the overflow of his heart the believer wants to give back to God.  Giving is just like any other kind of service any of us do for the Lord.  Our willingness to give or serve with our skills or volunteer our time is motivated by the same principle, God’s love for me.  
 
And Paul tells us that when you sow generously, God blesses generously.  It’s like a farmer planting seeds.  If he spreads many seeds on the ground, many plants will grow.  If he throws few seeds on the ground, his harvest will be very small.  The same is true with your giving.  If you invest much into the Lord’s work with your offerings, the Lord will greatly bless your work.  Vs12 tells you just how the Lord will bless you with your generous giving, “This service that you perform is supplying the needs of God’s people.”  That was a point Paul made to the Corinthians.  With their generous offerings they were helping their fellow brothers and sisters in Jerusalem.  Whether you know it or not, you do the same thing every Sunday with your offerings.  A portion of the Sunday morning offerings is set aside and sent up to our synod’s headquarters in Milwaukee, Wisconsin every month.  This is called our CMO, congregational mission offering.  This money is then given to home mission congregations in North America.  We are a home mission congregation because we receive some of that money every month as subsidy for our budget.  But there are many more congregations in North America that receive this assistance.  Another portion of the money that we send to our synod is set aside for world missions.  With your money you are sending men and women to countries you and I cannot go.  With our money we are in a sense proclaiming the gospel in languages we cannot speak, in climates we would not want to live in, in conditions that not all of us could handle.  
 
With your offerings you are also proclaiming the gospel here in Radcliff.  Maybe your gift isn’t evangelism, the ability to talk to anyone about Jesus.  But some of your offerings pay for advertisements in the newspaper and radio which invite folks in the community to come to our church.  Some of your offerings pay for the pastor’s salary, who is trained to share the gospel with others, who has been trained to teach others how to share the gospel.  Your money given to Faith Lutheran Church enables others to share the indescribable gift with others.  The generous offerings you and I give to thank the Lord are used to sow the seed of the gospel.  And if we sow the seed of the gospel generously, the Lord will bless the planting of those seeds.  Sow a generous offering, reap a generous harvest.  
 
I’ve heard people say, “What we need is someone to win the Powerball.  Then we could build our church.” Did you know that those 22 folks who won last week played every week for 10 years?  The odds of winning the jackpot are 1 in 146,107,962.  What if someone from our church won and paid for whole building and land?  What if they set up an endowment fund to supplement our annual budget for years to come and we wouldn’t have to worry about money anymore?  That would be nice.  But….it would not give other believers an opportunity to be generous with their offerings, to be able to say thank you to God.  The fact is God has made all of you wealthy individuals.  He has been generous to you by giving up his Son in your place.  He now gives you an opportunity to be generous back.   Today it is my prayer, and I hope it is yours too, “For your generosity to me, O Lord, I cheerfully open my wallet and say thank you.”  May God bless your generous giving.  To Him alone be the glory.  Amen.   
 
 
 

